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Reconcilia�on, Friendship and Hope 

On 5 August 2017, a simple ceremony 

took place in a field at Limburgerhof, a 

village near Mannheim in Germany, to 

dedicate a memorial as an everlas$ng 

token of hope, friendship and 

reconcilia$on.  

It marks the crash site of an RAF bomber 

which was taking part in a devasta$ng 

raid on Mannheim on the night 0f 5/6 

September 1943. All the crew of seven 

were killed. One of  them, Jack Grey the 

Flight Engineer, came from Drayco2 

where his widow Mildred was a school 

dinner lady for many years.  

Their youngest son Christopher, who now lives in Devon and was born 

six months a6er his father’s death, a2ended the ceremony with his 

children. As a token he le6 behind ‘a li2le bit of Drayco2’ in the care of 

Limburgerhof’s Burgermeister (or mayor)   in the form of a 

commemora$ve walking s$ck made by Don Banks.  

In reflec$ng on the occasion, Christopher highlighted both the warmth 

of the welcome they had received and the overwhelming sense of there 

being something that all the par$cipants together shared. This was 

combined at a personal level with a very real feeling of closure.                                                            

Rob Walker 
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Dear Friends, 

I have been asked by some to precis what I said 

about Micah in church in Cheddar two Sundays 

ago (in a sermon on “giving” in the lead-in to St 

Andrew’s Gi6 Day) … 

Micah the prophet condemned injus$ce and 

arrogance in the leaders of ancient Israel, 

challenging the integrity of their extravagant religious sacrifices, and 

warning of imminent destruc$on at the hands of the Assyrians (which 

happened!). He rejected their “1000s of rams and 10000s of rivers of 

oil” (i.e. their religious giving), declaring that God longed, rather, that they 

should “do jus�ce, love kindness, and walk humbly with their God” (Micah 

6.6-8). 

I like to reverse Micah’s order of exhorta$ons …  

To be “humble before God” is to say in my heart that I need God to free 

me from the self-dependence and self-seeking that is part of my human 

nature. This gives me a be2er chance of giving “loving kindness” in my 

rela$onships. The Church, God’s family, then can become a community 

which will “do jus�ce”, because kindness will naturally seek fairness for all. 

If we get this order right, and respond to the Lord in the way he asks us to, 

then the Church really can hope to become an instrument of God’s peace 

and jus$ce coming into the world. This is idealis$c, but the Church has to 

be far more than a group who carry out religious rituals (in the fashion of 

the 8
th

 century BC leaders of Israel) - otherwise it’s pointless. God pleads, 

through Micah, that outward religious prac$ce should reflect inner 

transforma$on - that exterior religiosity should come from being kind and 

just people. 

Jesus asked that people “bring their gi!s to the altar” only a6er making 

peace with their enemies (Ma2hew 5. 23-24); i.e. we give financially to 

the church, so as to build a community of reconciled people for the 

healing of society. Idealis$c again, yes … but it 

makes us eager to give, because it’s about life, 

and not just about propping up an old ins$tu$on! 

Pastoral Le0er to the Benefice from Stuart Burns 
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I’m a patron of Somerset Sight, one of the perks 
that comes with the job! My elderly mum has 
macular degenera$on and so I was very interested 
to hear more about this valuable work.  Jackie 
(CEO) and Bella (Chair of Trustees) came to tell me 
more. They have over 250 volunteers who work 
across the whole of Somerset suppor$ng those with visual 
impairment, 160 of whom visit people at home to offer such vital help 
as reading mail aloud.   
 
I know how important that is to my mum. Living on her own, her 
le2ers are a lifeline, a contact with the outside world. She’s blessed 
with plenty of visitors, partly because she will talk to anyone and is 
confident enough to go out and about to discover new things even 
though she occasionally trips over and breaks something! But can you 
imagine how confining losing your sight can be? How your world 
could become smaller as you lose your confidence? How lonely you 
might become? 
 
Loneliness and isola$on are the experience of many people, not just 
those who are the seniors of our communi$es or those with 
disabili$es to overcome. I know that many of you have a real gi6 for 
no$cing that and doing something about it. Many of our communi$es 
rely on people like you to give $me and a2en$on to those who are 
feeling disassociated from the world around them, a li2le lost.   
 
Volunteering  and visi$ng are important gi6s of service to our 
communi$es, a wonderful way of ‘living the story’ of God’s love. If 
you are doing so, then thank you for that simple but profound act of 
love. And if not, then why not consider giving an hour a week to 
someone who might discover God’s love through you?                                                                                    
 

Ruth Worsley  

Le0er from the Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 
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 Benefice Events and No�ces 

  All Children with Carers Welcome  

2.30 to 4pm 
Saturday 14 Oct  
Saturday 18 Nov 

Sunday 3 Dec 
Cheddar Village Hall 

(opposite St Andrew’s Cheddar) 
…...ac�vi�es for Children, home-

made refreshments and the odd 

prayer…….. 

 

Come and join us for the 

Benefice Family Breakfast 

9am Sunday 29 October 

Cheddar Village Hall   

(aka Church House) 

enjoy  ham, eggs, sausages, 

coffee and even a prayer 
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In October 1959, Pan American announced the first global 

passenger air service. It followed a storied, exo$c history. 

 

Feats of individual flight were novel, but something else took 

flight in the decades before 1959. Pan Am monopolised routes in the Americas 

in the 1920s, and in the 1930s, flying boat Clipper services, named a6er the 

sailing ships of old, began to open the world to passengers. Mul$ talented 

pilots were key: self sufficient in dead reckoning, radio, engine repair, celes$al 

naviga$on and aircra6 berthing, they graced large ports and fixed breakdowns 

at lonely atolls. The pilot mys$que grew as Pan Am looked across oceans: 

compe$ng with transoceanic liners for passengers and style, flight crews 

adopted the crisp uniform and naval hat over the leather jacket and scarf. 

 

In 1937, service to Europe began via Bermuda and the Azores; flights to Ireland 

also opened in that year via the well named Bay of Exploits, Newfoundland. In 

the Pacific, Pan Am nego$ated rights at Pearl Harbour, Midway, Wake Island, 

Guam, and Manila, following the steamship routes. In 1935, an eight legged 

mail route opened between San Francisco, the Philippines, and China. 

Passengers too, for the princely sum of $1700 return. Not cheap, but the run 

saved two weeks over the fastest steamship. 

 

Planes of a different order - over $600,000 each, carrying seventy passengers, 

cargo and mail at almost two hundred miles per hour - took to the skies. No 

more converted cargo workhorses. First was the only class in the game. Sofa 

ringed siQng rooms, bridal suites, high cuisine on bone china, served by - again 

following the nau$cal envy - stewards and stewardesses. Pressed into war 

service, the Clippers carried Roosevelt to war councils and li6ed parts and 

supplies into remote areas no other could reach. But a war fought largely alo6 

le6 airfields the world over, and li2le need for the versa$le liners of the sky. 

 

Among the noteworthy pilots was none less than Gene Roddenberry, later 

author of Star Trek. A6er eighty nine missions in B17s during the war, he too 

turned to the Clippers, boldly going, as so many of his flying compatriots, 

where no passengers had gone before.                 Tricia and Murray Heckbert 

Tricia’s Pantry 

‘What could be more exci�ng than an October Day?’ 
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Mobile Police Sta�on in a0endance  

Come & meet Susie Buxton our PCSO  

3.00 pm Wednesday 11 October at  

The Strawberry Special, Drayco2  
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Music Ma0ers 

It all began with playing hymns on a Sunday…... 

As I write this, I suspect that, like me, many of you are in front of your TV 
watching an audience of several thousand lus$ly singing Hubert Parry’s seQng  

of William Blake’s poem Jerusalem (and did those feet in ancient �me) – bringing 

to a close the 123
rd

 season of the Henry Wood Promenade concerts.  

In just eight weeks, and at 75 concerts, well over 300,000 people will have sat or 
stood in the Royal Albert Hall, listening to a feast of music, ranging from 

Monteverdi to the stage 

musical Oklahoma, and all 

sta$ons in between!   

None of this would be taking 
place without the vision and 

energy of a conductor, who, 
like so many, began his career 

playing hymns in church on 

Sunday. Born in 1869, Henry 
Wood started playing in City of 

London churches at the age of 
14, including St. Sepulchre’s 

Church, Holborn, where his ashes now rest.   

As a student at the Royal Academy of Music, young Henry had ambi$ons to 
become a singing teacher, and even published a book called The Gentle Art of 

Singing. But it was as an orchestral conductor that he began to be no$ced, and 
on the evening of Saturday ,10

th
 August 1895, at the age of just 26, he stepped 

on the podium at The Queen’s Hall in London to conduct the very first 
Promenade concert  - li2le knowing that 122 years later, his name would be 

perpetuated in what is widely known as the world’s greatest classical music 

fes$val. 

Over succeeding years, several other conductors have owed their musical 

upbringing to the church, having set out as organists. Probably the best-known 
was Sir Malcolm Sargent – pupil at Peterborough Cathedral, and later organist of 

Melton Mowbray church, and in more recent $mes, Sir Andrew Davis – pupil at 

St. Albans Abbey, and organist in both church and WaUord’s Palace Theatre.   

Oh, and let’s not forget a certain organist who spent 27 years at St. Thomas’ 

church, Leipzig. Who else but the great Johann Sebas$an Bach could command a 
complete Promenade concert of 24 of his own works, consecu$vely performed 

on just one instrument in front of a spellbound audience?  

And for all of them, it began with just playing hymns on a Sunday…… Barry Rose 
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John Wood was vicar of Drayco2 and Rodney Stoke between 1981 and 1988. 

He died peacefully early this summer in a Sheffield hospital. He is survived by 

his wife, Anne, their two children, and five grandchildren.  

John's memorial service was held on 14
th

 July, at St Mark's Broomhill, 

Sheffield. It was a joyful occasion, full of the readings, poetry and music that 

he had loved- and with addresses from several of those who had known him 

at different stages of his life.  

He was born in March, in Cambridgeshire with two sisters (one older) and 

four brothers (all younger). His first career was as a fireman on steam 

locomo$ves, during the Second World War- and  ever since he harboured a 

passion for steam engines. He did not go to theological college un$l 1968. 

A6er a curacy at Wetherby he spent nine years in the ministry team at 

Sheffield. It was in this period that angina was diagnosed, which made him 

look for something a li2le less taxing.  

John chose our two Somerset parishes as his final post before re$rement to 

Sheffield. But they also chose him - he had done a locum here in 1974 and 

the churches asked for him when they were in vacancy. So in 1981 John and 

his wife Anne moved from Arbourthorn, a rela$vely deprived estate in 

Sheffield, to the vicarage in Drayco2. 

There had been many challenges in Sheffield- but things were not that easy 

for the Woods in Somerset at first. In Arbourthorne the vicarage and ministry 

team had been at the heart of things. But here, the church and vicarage were 

at the edge -  on the far side of Drayco2, up a hill. But John and Anne 

embraced their new parishes with great energy.  

 

John Wood: a Memorial  

23
 
June 1923  - 2 July 2017 
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From the outset they had some loyal supporters in the villages- including the 

churchwardens. Anne started the 'Cha2erbox' Club for young mothers and 

infants, and some more young families came along to the churches while 

John brought his own style of worship to them. By the $me we moved to 

Drayco2 in 1983, we found a church that was vibrant, socially and 

intellectually, which we were only too glad to join. And from the start, we 

found his style quite unusual. 

John was hugely widely read, an original thinker, 

and a great innovator as a minister. His sermons 

o6en ques$oned assump$ons about Chris$an 

belief- such as biblical literalism, heaven and 

hell, and the Chris$an monopoly on spiritual 

truth. He introduced many innova$ons into 

church services. One of the three readings in our 

parish communion service was o6en not from 

the bible - something that is s$ll very unusual. 

There was coffee and tea in church a6er the 

service (many disapproved back then!). There 

were Study Groups during the week, for which he some$mes brought in 

visi$ng speakers. And both he and Anne visited, and got to know their 

parishioners. Many, like us, stayed in touch with them a6er they le6.  

I recently asked his old churchwarden Graham Brown, himself now 94, what 

he most remembered about John - and he said 'he was so down-to-earth'. In 

spite of John's erudi$on, that seems right. Many vicars see the church 

services and teaching as separate from ordinary life, even a refuge from it. 

John's great gi6 was to see them as one and the same. His thinking was clear 

and direct. He was an enthusiast and an intellectual, who never lost touch 

with his own roots. 

And I think he will also be remembered in our villages for numerous acts of 

kindness and prac$cal help- such as to Jo Turner, whom he talent-spo2ed as 

a budding but very young musician. He must have seen the future school 

music teacher, because when the organist at Rodney Stoke died suddenly he 

soon had her taking choir prac$ce as well as playing the organ in church, 

aged 11! And she is now a head of music at her secondary school. 

For many who knew him in our villages, it will be for his zest for life, his 

learning, his gi6 of down-to-earth communica$on, and above all his great 

kindness, that will be remembered most of all.                    Chris Green 



14 

   

 

Jus$n Welby is very unusual, a financially savvy Archbishop 
who is just as at home with the Wall Street Journal as the 
Church Times. As a member of the IPPR’s Commission on 
Economic Jus$ce he summed up their recent report ‘Time 
for Change: A New Vision for the Bri$sh Economy’ in a few 
well -chosen words: 

“Our economic model is broken. Britain stands at a watershed moment where 

we need to make fundamental choices about the sort of economy we need. 

We are failing those who will grow up into a world where the gap between 

the richest and poorest parts of the country is significant and destabilising.” 

Overall, the report’s analysis finds that the economy is no longer raising living 
standards for the majority of the popula$on, breaking the ‘economic 
promise’ that has underpinned public life since the Second World War. The 
economy’s deep weaknesses make it unfit to face the challenges of the 
future. 

It shows that the pressure has been building for the best part of a decade. 
Since the financial crisis of 2008 the Bri$sh economy has been performing 
neither normally, nor well. Outside London and the South East, no part of the 
country has yet seen a full recovery. Real incomes are now falling again: we 
are in the middle of the longest stagna$on of earnings since the 1860s. 

In June’s general elec$on, the astonishing increase in vo$ng by people in 
their 20s and 30s revealed the depth of frustra$on among younger 
genera$ons, so many of whom are unable to access decent housing and are 
weighed down by moun$ng student debt. This genera$on expects, with good 
reason, that they will be poorer than their parents. 

The horrific blaze that engulfed Grenfell Tower shortly a6er the elec$on 
ended, upended, and ruined lives. Its blackened concrete shell represents a 
tear in the fabric of Bri$sh society. Grotesque inequali$es of wealth and 
power were exposed in the most terrible way imaginable. 

It concluded that successful change demands a des$na$on to guide its 
direc$on and to bring the country together in common purpose. Wri$ng in 
1944, William Beveridge described a vision of ‘full employment in a free 
society’. It gave much-needed direc$on for the post-war government that 
created a new economic and social se2lement for Britain. We need a 
comparable vision today.                                                                Rob Walker 

‘Isn’t it s�ll the economy stupid?’ 
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Friends of St Leonards 

Quiz Night with Fish and Chip Supper 

7pm Saturday 28 October 

Rodney Stoke Church Hall 

Everyone welcome 

Tickets from Commi0ee Members 

SOSP 

SUPPORTERS OF ST PETER’S 

MICHAELMAS FAYRE  

10am -  2pm  Saturday 7 October 

St Peter’s Church Drayco0 

CGHHII J CKLI                    PMGNOPQKR’S LNRTPIS  

VKUVIWX GH TUKHW J OVHW SWKMMS 

CPVMYUIR’S KUIK:  

FACE PAINTING, NAIL ART, LUCKY DIP, 

NAME THE RABBIT, SWEETS IN A JAR 

 AND MORE! 
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St Peter’s Harvest Supper 2017  

SOSP invite you to join us at  

 

on Friday 13 October   for another Curry Night at 

7.30pm for 8pm  

Tickets: £12.50 (to include meat or vegetable curry 

& a pudding) from The Strawberry Special, Drayco2 

Post Office or Thea Oliver 01934 744739 

Please also contact Thea if you can offer to make a 

pudding.. perhaps on a Harvest theme??!! 

Thank you 
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 Coming SOSP Events  
Everyone welcome 

Free Tuesday morning 1000 -1130?   
Fancy a coffee, a biscuit and a real good chat ?  

Join us at Sealey Close Community Hall. 

Holy Rollers Report—Summer 2017  

Thank you very much Mick, Lori, and everyone involved in organising the 

Summer Ski2les at the  

 

& for dona$ng the sum of £899 to  our funds. 

The Holy Rollers have all really enjoyed being part of the summer ski2les 

league again this year.  

We played 15 games, knocking down a total of 3861 pins. 

We won 5 games, drew 1 game & came 2
nd

 9 $mes!  

This year’s squad comprised Thea & Richard Oliver, Tricia Lumley, Jay 

Michaelson, Maria & Hennasey Millard, Karen Percival, Murray & Trisha 

Heckbert, Alison Jeffries, Abbie Hoad, Bev Gould, Pat Mullay, & Rev Stuart 

Our top scorers this season were (in a single game):  

Richard (55pins), Bev (52pins) and Murray (50pins) 

We are very grateful and the money will be put towards refurbishment of 

the kitchen area in our village church. 
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Don’s Poem and Mary’s Recipe 

Tomato Soup 55g/2oz bu0er 

1 onion, finely 

chopped 

700g/25oz 

tomatoes, 

finely chopped 

600ml/1 pint  

hot chicken or 

vegetable 

stock 

Pinch of sugar 

2 tbsp shred-

ded fresh basil 

leaves plus 

extra to gar-

nish 

1 tbsp 

chopped fresh 

parsley 

Salt & pepper 

Croutons 

1. Melt half bu2er in a large, heavy-based 
saucepan. Add onion & cook over a low 
heat, s$rring occasionally for 5 mins, or 
un$l so6ened. Add tomatoes, season to 
taste & cook for 5 mins. 

2. Pour in the hot chicken or vegetable stock, 
return to boil, then reduce heat & cook 
for 10 mins. 

3. Push the soup through a sieve with the 
back of a wooden spoon to remove 
tomato slins & seeds. Return to the 
saucepan & s$r in the sugar, remaining 
bu2er, basil & parsley. Heat through 
briefly but do not allow to boil. Laddle into 
warmed serving bowls. Serve immediately 
garnished with basil and croutons. 

   Autumn Fires 
In the other gardens  
And all up the vale,  
From the autumn bonfires  
See the smoke trail!  
 
Pleasant summer over  
And all the summer flowers,  
The red fire blazes,  
The grey smoke towers.  
 
Sing a song of seasons!  
Something bright in all!  
Flowers in the summer,  
Fires in the fall!          

Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-94) 
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Home Communion 
It is one of the great privileges in ministry to be able to 

bring communion to the elderly and housebound or those 
who are temporarily unable to get to church due to injury 

– do let us know if you, or someone you know, would 

appreciate this aspect of the Church’s care.   
Contact the Parish Office on 01934 742535. 
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Mr Peter Everett DO MRO 
 

Registered Osteopath 

 

12, Woodborough Road 

Winscombe 

BS25 1AA 

 

01934 844764 

 

Home visits by   

arrangement 
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 Alison's Buffets 
 Buffets for all  

Occasions 

Christenings 

Weddings 

Birthdays 

Funerals 
  

Contact: 

Alison Pople 

Tel: 07738 040545 



24 

 
    BENEFICE   cheddardrayco2androdneystoke@gmail.com 

RECTOR                                                  Stuart Burns 

   Email        stuart.burns01@gmail.com 

                                    Home phone       01934 743649 
Please note: Stuart's home tel number has a call-screening facility to stop 
nuisance calls; the system asks you to say your name and then press # and 
wait briefly ; Stuart then hears who it is and allows the call which adds your 
name so that next time you will go straight through; please bear with this; 
once added the first time you won't have to be 'processed' again!  There is 
also an answering machine on this number. 

BENEFICE OFFICE                                01934 742535  

LAY/LICENSED READER                      Dr Chris Green 

BAPTISM COORDINATOR                    Julie Hope          01934 742234  

 

CHEDDAR    www.standrewscheddar.org.uk 

Churchwardens:   Jim Reeve 01934 744442  Margaret Gelder  01934 710573 

Deputy Wardens: Paul Tulle2 01934 743281  Peter Lythgoe  01934 744174 

Deanery Synod Reps :  Alan Rayfield,  Brian Halliday 

Treasurer:  Dawn Hill                  Secretary:  Gill Armstrong 

Cheddar Village Hall Bookings:  Anne Langford  01934 742763 

 

DRAYCOTT   www.rodneystokewithdrayco2.org.uk 

Churchwardens: Tricia Heckbert 01934 742145 David Cheetham 01934 740255 

Deanery Synod Reps:  Tricia Lumley, Thea Oliver 

Treasurer:  David Cheetham       Secretary:  Chris Green 

 

RODNEY STOKE     www.stleonardsrodneystoke.org  

Churchwardens:  Jane Holmes  01749 870467    Megan James  01749 870555 

Deanery Synod Reps:  Jo Symes, Colin Symes  

Treasurer:  Sue Walker  Secretary:  Joanne Turner 

Church Hall  Bookings:  Jane Holmes 01749 870467 

 

MAGAZINE EDITORS 

Cheddar: Margaret Gelder                           e: margaretgelder@hotmail.co.uk    

Rodney Stoke & Drayco0: Rob Walker     e: editor.rsdparishmag@gmail.com  

Deadline for Magazine copy is 11
th

 of each month 

Published by The Rector and Churchwardens of the Parishes of Rodney Stoke and Drayco2 
in the Diocese of Bath and Wells. 

Printed by Kings of Wessex Academy, BS27 3AQ. 


