The Parish Churches of
June 2016

Contents:
Everyone welcome here!
Follow that band
A good return?
He was as the
cuckoo is in June
Parish Portrait
No. 31
Don’s Poem and
Mary’s Recipe

50p

Cheddar & District Funeral
Directors Limited
(Incorpora3ng George Williams Funeral Directors)

A family owned and run business
oﬀering a 24 hour Professional Service
•
Private Chapel of Rest
•
Home Visits
•
Burials and Crema3on

Redcliﬀe Court,
3 Redcliﬀe Street, Cheddar, Somerset.
Email:cheddardistric unerals@outlook.com
www.georgewilliamsfuneraldirector.co.uk

CHEDDAR 01934 742958

2

Everyone welcome here!
Corbridge is in the Tyne Valley just west of Newcastle. It is well worth a detour these days if only
for its amazing tea shops and bakeries.
The parish church, yet another St Andrew’s, is
partly Saxon and contains a complete freestanding Roman gateway arch reerected from the most northerly town in the Roman Empire which was close by.
In the past it must have been a real hardship pos.ng as evidenced by its stoutly
for.ﬁed vicarage with twelve foot thick walls, ba0lements and windowless
walls. But today it extends a warm welcome to all and the message below is
prominently on display.

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced,
gay, straight, very rich or dirt poor. We extend a special welcome to
those who are crying babies, or noisy toddlers.
We welcome you if you can sing like Pavaro or like me, can't carry a
note in a bucket. You're welcome here if you're "just browsing," just
woke up or just got out of jail. We don't care if you're more Catholic than
the Pope, haven't been in church since li#le Johnny’s Bap'sm, or are just
here because grandma is in town and wanted to go to church.
We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up
yet and to teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome starving
ar'sts, the fat and the thin, la#e-sippers, vegetarians and junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery or s'll addicted. We welcome you if you're having problems, if you're down in the dumps, or if
you don't like "organised religion" – a great many of us have been there
too.
If you blew all your oﬀering money at the bookies, you're welcome here.
We oﬀer a special welcome to those who work too hard, don't work,
can't spell. We welcome those who have ta#oos, piercings or both. We
oﬀer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had
religion shoved down their throats as a child or who got lost in traﬃc
and wound up here by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers and
doubters, bleeding hearts ... and you!
borrowed from All Saints Parish Church, Odiham, Hants
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A Le@er from Judith Rose

Last month, in a wonderful service of celebra.on, we
formally welcomed Stuart Burns as Rector of Cheddar,
Drayco0 and Rodney Stoke. As this marks a new
phase in the life of our churches it is a good .me to
take stock. Many good things have happened and are
happening at St Andrew’s, St Peter’s and St Leonard’s
- and in other churches in the Cheddar Valley - but like
all churches we have our blind spots (by deﬁni.on we may not even
know what they are). We have our strengths and weaknesses. A new
leader among us makes us think about what we do and why!
By deﬁni.on a Chris.an Church consists of people who have faith in the
living Christ. (We celebrated the resurrec.on at Easter, a few weeks
ago.) So vitality should be the mark of every Chris.an congrega.on
and where there is life there is change. The day I stop changing I will be
carried out in a wooden box. A church that does not change will die!
So we need to pray for the wisdom to know what in the life of our
church should not change, and what ought to change, in order to present the Gospel in a way that is relevant today, in this part of the world.
A list in the porch of St Andrew’s, suggests that Stuart is the 52nd Vicar
of Cheddar! This reminds us that many churches have very long histories. However Chris.ans should not live in the past but be building on
the good things of the past in order that there will con.nue to be those
worshipping Christ and serving our community into the future.
Our new Rector will not have all the answers but will be praying, worshipping and working with church members to discern how best we can
con.nue to proclaim the Good news of Jesus Christ and to serve our
villages. This is not a new commission but a challenge to work out
what this means for our churches as we begin this new phase of our
life.
Judith Rose
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Le@er from a Bishop
‘To be or not to be – that is the ques.on.’ Or perhaps we should say ‘to stay or not to stay – that is
the ques.on’. June 23 is EU Referendum Day and
some commentators say it is the most important
elec.on most of us will vote in. The diﬃculty
seems to be, for me at least, to know what the real issues are and
how these should be assessed and weighted. Financial, poli.cal,
economic and social arguments have been presented by both
sides and there is seemingly no consensus as to which arguments
are the most persuasive or compelling.
In all that I have heard to date, however, there seems to have
been too much emphasis upon self-interest (‘what we might get
out of it’) and not enough being said about service and mutual
ﬂourishing (‘what we can put into it’). Of course, it is important to
consider what the impact on staying or leaving would be on the
UK but there is another important ques.on which we need to consider - what can we contribute as a na.on to the development,
security and prosperity of other countries in the world and would
that be best served by staying or by leaving?
As we know, opinion polling is not an exact science but analysts
seem to agree it might be close. Research suggests younger people are more likely to vote to remain in the EU, while older voters
tend to favour leaving. My hope is that we will all make it a ma0er
of focussed and sustained prayer. Let’s pray that this will serve to
unite rather than divide the UK and, whatever the outcome, that
the UK will con.nue to seek the peace and welfare of all. Let’s
pray for God’s peace and blessing on all the na.ons of the world.
Peter +Bath and Wells
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Music Ma@ers: Dates for St Peter’s Drayco@

7.30 p.m. Wednesday 29 June
A MUSICAL FEAST FOR ST. PETER’S DAY
Yes, music does ma0er in our churches, and here at St. Peter’s we like to celebrate in many diﬀerent musical ways. So what be0er .me than to do it than
at Peter.de ? – on St. Peter’s Day itself— with members of the mul.talented COTON family – songs and instrumental items to suit all tastes, plus
a few surprises.
Those of you who came to the last Coton family concert 5 years ago (seen
above, in rehearsal on that day) will know that we’re in for a real treat, so
please tell and bring your neighbours and friends.
No charge for admission, and a glass of wine or soL drink for all.

7.30 p.m. Friday 8 JULY
THE THREE ORGANISTS EXTRAVAGANZA
Inspired by the success of ‘The Three Tenors’ it is now your chance to savour
our very own THREE ORGANISTS plus more and all on a summer’s evening!
Playing solos, duets, and maybe even a trio and a song or two ! A wide range
of music – from a Handel Organ Concerto (on two instruments) to an Arthur
Sullivan Overture arranged for organ, and some right- Royal items, in celebra.on of HM The Queen’s recent 90th birthday.
Again, no charge for admission, and a glass of wine or soL drink for all.
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Music Ma@ers

Follow that band
The Revd Mr Slope, in his ﬁrst cathedral
sermon in Trollope’s Barchester Towers,
spoke out against church music. “The words
of our morning service, how beau.ful, how
apposite, how intelligible they were, when
read with simple and dis.nct decorum! but
how much of the meaning of the words was
lost when they were produced with all the
meretricious charms of melody!”
His low-church opinion was that pure worship had no need of music or other
such trappings of religion, but in his Bible he would have found lots of references to music and instruments in worship. How about the story of the Burning Fiery Furnace in Daniel 3 – cornet, ﬂute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer,
and all kinds of music? Or again, in Psalm 150 – Praise him in the sound of the
trumpet … psaltery and harp … .mbrel and dance … stringed instruments and
organs … loud cymbals … high-sounding cymbals … every thing that hath
breath.
For Bach and Mozart in the 18th century, a church orchestra to accompany the
choral singing was an essen.al part of Sunday worship. If you read Hardy’s
Under the greenwood tree you’ll ﬁnd an example of a small 19th century village
church in Dorset with its own gallery orchestra. Mr Slope would have hated it,
but the villagers of Mellstock felt bereL when their choir and orchestra were
disbanded by the new high-church vicar, the Revd Mr Maybold, in favour of
Miss Fancy Day and her harmonium. What a lot of poli.cs there was in religion
in those days. It wouldn’t happen now!
There are lots of town churches nowadays that maintain their own bands.
There’s absolutely no reason why tradi.onal music should have a monopoly in
accompanying church services, and guitars and drums are important elements
in keeping young people in church. If you watch BBC Songs of praise for a few
weeks, you’ll soon get the idea that all the churches in the UK have bands and that all the churches are packed.
Just a ﬁnal thought - any band can play Praise him! Praise him!, but to serve
the liturgy fully it will also have to evoke the s.llness of When I survey the
wondrous cross.
David Cheetham
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SOSP Saturday 2nd July
To celebrate the 155th Anniversary of St Peters
SOSP will be hosting the usual
Coffee and Cake morning with a
difference - Coffee and Cake with
a Cake Stall, followed by the Annual Teddy Bears Picnic.
The picnic is open to all ages of
Bears who are invited to bring
along their human companions!
There will be a Children’s Treasure Hunt in and around the church
grounds and pleasant conversation for the grown-ups.
Coffee and Cake with Cake Stall
10.30 – 12.00.
Donations of cakes will be gratefully received.
Picnic 12.30 – 2pm Bring your own picnic. Tea,
coffee and squash will
be available. If wet the
picnic will be held in
church.
A warm welcome to
all!
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Open Day at St Leonard’s
Saturday 16 April
The purpose of the Open Day was to raise awareness of the role of the church in the village as
well as highligh.ng the challenges of keeping an
ac.ve church alive and open to all while looking
aLer St Leonard’s as a beau.ful Grade 1 Listed
building. The day was chilly, but the church was
warm and it felt lively as visitors came, cha0ed
and enjoyed the refreshments in the hall.
Alan Rowntree, our local historian, presented a wonderful exhibi.on about the
church and the village. The Bell Ringers rang the bells, the organists played the
organ and a children’s trail was available.
At least 40 visitors were shown around and given a handout about the costs of
running the church and hall. One came specially to go up the belfry to ring the
bell, while a former village resident and bell ringer made a return visit. All lingered over the exhibi.on.
The open day was a great team eﬀort by the PCC and other supporters. A big
thank you to Alan Rowntree for his superb contribu.on, and to all who helped
in making this a successful event. The monetary contribu.ons received were
most welcome too.

Maypole Dancing with FOSL at Brangay Farm
‘On a perfect a(ernoon the children did
their dancing and then disappeared into
the ﬁeld to enjoy simple country cavor,ng in the wild ﬂowers. Now it’s the
adults turn and the enthusiasm to relive
ancient custom from the mists of pagan
and medieval northern European culture!
Thanks to all and especially Karen for
calling and untangling and all of you
who devoured the cream teas with such
evident relish.’
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A good return on the Church’s investments?
According to its recent press release, the
Church Commissioners, who manage the
Church of England’s investments, had another
bumper year in 2015 with an eye-watering
8.2%, or £575 million, return on their funds
under management. Over the last 20 years
since the start of 1995 their average annual
rate of return has been 9.7% and the value of
the fund has gone up from £2.4 billion to £7
billion.
In 2015 the Commissioners contributed £218.5m to the Church’s overall
running costs which represents around 15% of the total. They retained
about £350m adding to the value of the fund itself. At the same .me, the
Parish Share, collected by the Church from individual parishes covered over
70% of all its running costs.
Take St Leonard’s as an example. It’s annual income is about £15,000 of
which more than half goes to pay the Parish Share. The rest is spent on essen.al but unavoidable costs associated with keeping the church and hall
open. Even a small reduc.on in the Parish Share of, say, £1000 a year
would make an enormous diﬀerence to its ﬁnances and ac.vi.es.
Of course, increasing the Church Commissioners contribu.on to the
Church’s running costs is not the only way of reducing the Church’s heavy
reliance on the Parish Share. In a business environment, you might start by
looking at the head oﬃce overheads or thinking about the possibili.es for
de-layering the organisa.on to make it ‘mean and lean’ as part of a never
ending process of ‘swea.ng the assets’. And it would not be all mission
statements, motherhood or apple pie either.
Rob Walker

Mobile Police Sta3on in a@endance
3.00 pm Tuesday 14 June 3.00 pm
at The Strawberry Special
Speak directly to Linda Vincent our PCSO
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Tricia’s Pantry
“He was but as the cuckoo is in June, heard not regarded”
The Special Rela.onship wasn’t always so special.
America and Britain had fought over American independence, and
by the early 1800s the drums were bea.ng again. From Canada,
the Bri.sh supported Indian tribes resis.ng America’s westward
expansion, and the Bri.sh naval blockade of Napoleonic Europe, as well as strangling French forces, raised hackles when the Bri.sh also insisted on searching
American ships. And they searched not only for contraband. Hungry for men, the
Royal Navy seized Bri.sh born sailors out of American merchantmen, damaging
trade and pride.
In 1807, the Bri.sh warship Leopard, searching for deserters, ﬁred three broadsides into the American frigate Chesapeake, killing three sailors before Bri.sh
oﬃcers boarded the ship and seized several of her crew. It was not the only such
ac.on, and on the fron.er, se0lers found Bri.sh supported Indian raids increasingly intolerable. Along with restric.ons on American trade, the balance .pped
toward conﬂict. On June 18, 1812, the United States issued its ﬁrst declara.on of
war.
Seizing Canada turned out to be more than the “mere ma0er of marching” that
Thomas Jeﬀerson envisaged, and while American troops sacked York - present
day Toronto - there was no hoped for uprising against Canadian authori.es. In
1814, Bri.sh redcoats returned the favour, a0acking Washington DC and torching
the White House, Congress, and other buildings. Also in 1814, an American poet
observed the overnight bombardment of Bal.more’s Fort McHenry. By morning
the ﬂag s.ll ﬂew over a fort in American hands. The poet, Francis Sco0 Key,
penned the Star Spangled Banner, America’s na.onal anthem.
While there were some ﬂashes of mar.al brilliance, the Bri.sh were largely distracted ﬁgh.ng Napoleon, and despite their superiority in ships could not deal a
coup de grace. Neither could the Americans impose their will. With both a western Indian confederacy and Napoleon defeated, many of the war’s causes evaporated. On Christmas Eve 1814, both sides accepted a return to prewar circumstances and boundaries. In a ﬁnal twist, in January 1815, future American president Andrew Jackson, unaware of the peace, defeated a Bri.sh a0empt on New
Orleans in what was the largest and most decisive ac.on of the war.
Tricia and Murray Heckbert
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Stuart Burns Parish Portrait No.31
It was rather unfair to ask Stuart Burns to be interviewed for a Parish Portrait so soon aLer his arrival as the new incumbent! He is feeling somewhat “overs.mulated” by all that he has to take in. Managing expecta.ons
is a challenge, but Stuart believes that his important ﬁrst task is to get to
know the people and the families involved in the life of the churches, taking the .me that needs. He wants to iden.fy what
the priori.es are and try to go forward in crea.ve
ways; there are those in all three churches who have
a real hope for life and growth. He too is op.mis.c
and posi.ve. Part of what drew him to the vacancy
was the many capable, giLed people, already using
their skills.
Stuart is an experienced Minister who has served in
parishes in South Africa, the Republic of Ireland,
Salisbury and the North of Ireland. He appreciates
the value of this variety, with the rich tapestry of life
it provides. He was ordained when he was 27 in his na.ve South Africa
aLer studying there and Oxford, England.
Born near Durban on the East coast of South Africa, Stuart grew up in a
strongly Chris.an family. His father’s grandparents had emigrated from
Scotland and his mother, who is English has lived in South Africa since her
early twen.es. His father was a Lay Reader and was training for ordina.on
when he died is his 60s. Stuart is the middle of three brothers and they
were educated at boarding school: such schools were modelled on English
public schools. Although oﬃcially an Anglican school, the real aﬃlia.on
was Rugby. It was a privileged school and it was then illegal for children
from diﬀerent races to be educated together. There were a few non-white
students at his school, but only those whose parents could aﬀord the fees.
His family were known as part of the small minority of white South Africans who worked for peaceful change. As such they were regarded as subversive. Their phone was kept under surveillance and were targeted when
they took part in demonstra.ons.
Resistance to the an.-Apartheid regime was led by the churches, in par.cular the Anglican Church with its best known ﬁgure Archbishop Desmond
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Tutu. This was a signiﬁcant inﬂuence on Stuart’s mo.va.on in becoming a
Minister. He believed the church was a major instrument to bring about
jus.ce and he was wanted to be part of that.
On leaving school he had a gap year working for a wildlife society. He studied veterinary sciences, intending to become a vet, but leL when he started to think deeply what he wanted to do with his life. ALer a year in the
USA working with outreach to street people in Washington D.C. he returned to South Africa and completed a degree in Religious Studies and
Zulu, then a0ended a theological college before his 2 years of study at Oxford.
His knowledge of Zulu assisted him in bringing together rich white farmers
and their impoverished labourers to worship in the same church with bilingual services in his ﬁrst post. The fall of apartheid was much celebrated,
but the need to ensure that his young family lived in a safe environment
brought him to a parish in West Cork, in the Republic of Ireland. Seven
years near Salisbury, where his elder brother lives were followed by a return to Ireland, this .me in the North in Downpatrick where he was responsible for four churches.
Stuart has a love of beau.ful places. He enjoys walking his dogs in the
countryside and his Ministries have been in very lovely areas, but he feels
God has led him in the direc.ons he has taken, although some of them
have been through chance encounters, by way of good friends. He has an
apprecia.on of the need to understand the culture of the place where he is
based. In both the North and South of Ireland, in spite of outward friendliness, he was conscious that life was rooted in the family and socialising
outside the family was not usual. Change of culture is however necessary
to move forward and Stuart believes the culture of the church has to become relevant to the younger genera.on.
He has come back to England as ul.mately he feels comfortable here. During his childhood he spent many summers visi.ng his mother’s family and
now his mother and the three brothers will be together in the same country for the ﬁrst .me in 25 years.
Stuart has much to share about his life, his philosophy and faith. These cannot be covered in a short proﬁle, but the opportunity to learn a li0le is a
privilege and hopefully will con.nue, now he is here at last!
SMW
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Friends of St Leonard’s

Rodney Stoke Family Pet Show
Everyone come and join the fun!
Manor Farm, Stoke Street
Sunday 10 July at 1.15pm
Pedigree and Novelty Dog Show
Caged Animals and Teddies
Stalls and games of skill
Refreshments including all those
famous cakes

1215 St Leonard’s Church Pet Service
Everyone welcome with their pets
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The Drayco@ Jubilee Commi0ee are
holding an "all age street party" outside
the Strawberry Special on Sunday June
12th from 2.30pm on with tea at 3.30pm.
Dona.ons of party food: i.e. cakes, crisps,
biscuits would be most welcome,
and collec.on boxes for these donated
goods can be found in St Peter's Church,
Drayco0 Post Oﬃce, The Strawberry Special, The Cider Barn and Drayco0 & Rodney Stoke First School un.l June 6th. (Of
course please deliver any dona.ons of
freshly baked cakes etc. on the day!)

Queen’s 90th Birthday
Party

All welcome to join in the fun!"

Rodney Stoke’s Queen’s Birthday Celebra3on Picnic
will be held at 2.00 pm on June 12th at Brangay Farm.
Children’s games, kite ﬂying ac.vi.es, bring a kite if
you have one, and a Crown compe..on.
Bring your own picnic.
Royal Birthday Cake and soL drinks will be available.
Everyone is welcome to this special celebra.on.
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Do come along
to the Ski@le
Alley at the
Strawberry
Special & support the Holy
Rollers

More informa3on from Thea (01934
744739)

David Ford Aerials
• All types of TV aerials plus extra points
• Freesat, Sky and European/Motorised dishes
• Discrete and careful installations
• FREE call out and quotations
• Quality installations for over 25 years
Please call DAVID FORD on 01934 742444 or 07740 946385

Alison's Buffets
Buffets For all Occasions
Christenings, Weddings, Birthdays, Funerals
Contact
Alison Pople
Tel 01934 742958 or 07738 040545
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Don’s Poem and Mary’s Recipe
The One Thing Needful
"We may live without poetry, music and art;
We may live without conscience and live without heart;
We may live without friends; we may live without books; But
civilized man can not live without cooks.
He may live without books, - what is knowledge but grieving?
He may live without hope, - what is hope but deceiving?
He may live without love, - what is passion but pining?
But where is the man that can live without dining?"
Lord Ly6on (1803-73)

Thyme-roasted Chicken and Carrots
8 chicken thighs,
100-125g each
2 large red onions, cut into
wedges
2 lemons cut into wedges
4 Tbsp olive oil
6 Tbsp balsamic
vinegar
6 Tbsp thyme
leaves
300ml hot chicken stock
Pepper
Crusty bread or
mashed potatoes to serve

1.

Place the chicken thighs,
onions, lemon wedges, carrots,
oil, vinegar & thyme in a large
bowl & toss together with plenty
of pepper. Tip into a large, shallow baking dish & roast in a pre–
heated oven, 220°C (425°F), Gas
Mark 7 for 15 minutes.
2. Pour in the stock, then return to
the oven & cook for a further 10
minutes, or un.l the chicken is
golden and cooked through.
Serve with warm crusty bread to
mop up the juices, or mashed potatoes, if liked.
Serves 4
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Sunday Services in June 2016

Readings for Sundays in May 2016 (Year C—St Luke)

The 11.15 a.m. service at Rodney Stoke on June 5th will be conducted by Stuart Burns.
Refreshments will be served a7er the service.
All are welcome.

Home Communion
It is one of the great privileges in ministry to be able to bring communion to the
elderly and housebound or those who are temporarily unable to get to church
due to injury – do let us know if you, or someone you know, would appreciate
this aspect of the Church’s care. Contact the Parish Oﬃce on 01934 742535.
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Diary June 2016

Are you free Tuesday morning 1000 -1130?
Fancy a coﬀee, a biscuit and a real good chat ?
Join us at Sealey Close Community Hall
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FROM THE REGISTERS:
Bap3sm:
We welcome into the Church family:
Peter Arran Smalley.
Marriages:
We ask God to bless the marriage of:
Emma Rawlings and Paul McErlean
Nicola Williams and Benjamin Moore
Funerals:
Our prayers are with those who mourn the death of:
June Carrick, Be0y Anderson. RIP.

For Celebra3ons, Par3es and Mee3ngs of all kinds
Thanks to a programme of improvements funded by the
Lo0ery and the European Union, Rodney Stoke Church
Hall is now 100% accessible and wheelchair friendly
with modern toilets.
Enquiries about hiring the hall should be made to Jane
Holmes on 01749 870467.
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Mr Peter Everett DO MRO
Registered Osteopath
12, Woodborough Road
Winscombe
BS25 1AA
01934 844764
Home visits by
arrangement
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RECTOR

BENEFICE cheddardrayco0androdneystoke@gmail.com
Stuart Burns
Email
stuart.burns01@gmail.com
Home phone 01934 743649

Please note: Stuart's home tel number has a call-screening facility to stop nuisance calls; the system asks you to say your name and then press # and wait
briefly ; Stuart then hears who it is and allows the call which adds your name
so that next time you will go straight through; please bear with this; once added
the first time you won't have to be 'processed' again! There is also an answering machine on this number.

BENEFICE OFFICE
LAY/LICENSED READERS

01934 742535
Dr Chris Green

CHEDDAR www.standrewscheddar.org.uk
Churchwardens: Jim Reeve 01934 744442 Margaret Gelder 01934 742165
Deputy Wardens: Paul Tulle0 01934 743281 Peter Lythgoe 01934 744174
Deanery Synod Reps : Alan Rayﬁeld, Mike Brownbill, Rod Walsh
Treasurer: Dawn Hill
Secretary: Brian Halliday
Church House Bookings: Anne Langford 01934 742763
DRAYCOTT www.rodneystokewithdrayco0.org.uk
Churchwardens: Thea Oliver 01934 744739 David Cheetham 01934 740255
Deanery Synod Reps: Tricia Lumley, Thea Oliver
Treasurer: David Cheetham
Secretary: Chris Green
RODNEY STOKE www.stleonardsrodneystoke.org
Churchwardens: Jane Holmes 01749 870467 Megan James 01749 870555
Deanery Synod Rep: Jo Symes, Colin Symes
Treasurer: Sue Walker
Secretary: Ann Percival
Church Hall Bookings: Jane Holmes 01749 870467
MAGAZINE EDITORS
Cheddar: Margaret Gelder
e: margaretgelder@hotmail.co.uk
Rodney Stoke & Drayco@: Rob Walker
e: editor.rsdparishmag@gmail.com
Deadline for Magazine copy is 11th of each month

Published by The Rector and Churchwardens of the Parishes of Rodney Stoke and Drayco0
in the Diocese of Bath and Wells.
Printed by Kings of Wessex Academy, BS27 3AQ.
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