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Drayco+ & Rodney Stoke
Annual Collec on
Every year more than 100,000 UK children run away from home or care – that’s one
every ﬁve minutes. For many young people, this is a choice made in the hope of
greater security and freedom from suﬀering; although the new risks they encounter
can be equally threatening. For these children, The Childrens Society is a lifeline, with
an extensive network of frontline services, supported by an army of volunteers. They
provide drop-in services, advice and counselling, and campaign for local authori-es
to provide essen-al services and safe accommoda-on for runaways.
Apart from their vital work with these rootless youngsters, the Society also services
many other groups. Advocacy services are provided for children in trouble with the
law and also to those in care to ensure they have a say in decisions that are made
about their lives: they iden-fy and support children whose lives are aﬀected by alcohol or drug misuse. Important support is provided to Gypsy, Roma and traveller children and to new migrants and refugees, par-cularly those who have been forced to
ﬂee to this country on their own. More than 166,000 young carers are supported
across the country, being given a break from their responsibili-es and a pla6orm to
share experiences and raise awareness of the issues they face.
These are just a selec-on of the groups that The Childrens Society works with and it’s
good to know that we in our community can be part of that support network. Already there are dozens of people in Drayco: and Rodney Stoke who have a collec-on box in their homes in which to pop their loose change but we will always welcome new box holders By dona-ng in this way we can make a real diﬀerence to the
lives of vulnerable young people.

Box Opening—a change in procedure this year
I would ask all box holders to come along to the Coﬀee and Cake morning on Saturday 6th December at St Peter’s Drayco . I will open your collec"on box and
count the money there so you can know straight away the contribu"on you have
made and take an empty box home. This will be a social "me and more informa"on will be available on the current Childrens Society projects. Anyone who
would like a collec"on box in their home is also welcome to pick one up, or if you
would like to start sooner you can contact me and I will supply one. Of course, if
you can’t get along to the Coﬀee and Cake, I will be happy to collect your box as
usual.
Tricia Lumley 01934 740253
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From the Vicarage
Well, as I write this, the weather has changed with a vengeance and we are now quite deﬁnitely in autumn with gales
lashing the trees and wind-blown coloured leaves in soggy
heaps on the roads. On a posi-ve note there have also been
glorious sunsets and the most amazing moon lit nights making the dark nights brilliant and bright.
Light in the darkness was the theme of our ﬁrst special family service at
Rodney Stoke, and it will be recurring throughout the next few months.
First there is the All Souls Service on 2nd November at 3pm in St Andrew’s,
Cheddar, when we remember those we have departed this life from this
beneﬁce. At that service we will light candles to remind ourselves of Jesus’ promise of eternal life to those who follow him. If you have a loved
one you would like to remember in this way simply turn up on the day.
The following week we will be keeping Remembrance Sunday in both
Drayco: Hall at 10.50 and in Cheddar at 3pm. The darkness of war is very
much in our thoughts as we see the devasta-on in Gaza, hear about the
on-going conﬂict in the Middle East and con-nue to remember the horrendous slaughter that took place just a hundred years ago in Europe.
Known at one -me as the war to end all wars, the anniversary of the beginning of the ﬁrst world war has caught the a:en-on of so many. This
year has seen many imagina-ve and touching moments as diﬀerent
groups have tried, in their diverse ways, to pay tribute to the fallen—not
least the play, based on village le:ers and diaries from the front in the
Kings Theatre for the 2 nights before Remembrance Sunday.
Then ﬁnally, aEer all the darkness, at the end of the month we celebrate
the beginning of Advent, when we turn our thoughts towards preparing
for Christmas – with all our Christmas lights and fes-vi-es. Jesus was
called the light of the world – a light that ﬂickers and some-mes, like the
sunset, glows, bringing joy and love. I hope you ﬁnd his light shining, ﬂickering or glowing, bringing you joy and love and light.
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Remembering Jesus now
We are in the season of ‘remembering’. On November 1st and 2nd we
celebrate the double feast of All Saints and All Souls with a par-cular
focus on remembering our loved ones who have died. A few days
later there is the opportunity, perhaps especially for children, to remember, remember the 5th of November and they will celebrate with
bonﬁres and ﬁreworks, probably not knowing why! Then, a week or so aEer that,
the poppy takes centre stage as we remember those who have made the ul-mate
sacriﬁce and given their lives in the service of their country, with a par-cular
poignancy this year as we mark the 100th anniversary of the beginning of World
War 1.
But why do we remember? Is it not more important to put the past behind us and
move on? Certainly there is a danger that our remembering becomes rather too
focussed on the past, and that we become very nostalgic both about people and
events and see them, as it were, through rose coloured glasses.
But that isn’t the way that people of faith are invited to remember. Each and every week, for those of us who come to church to break bread together, we are invited, in the words of Jesus to ‘do this in remembrance of me’. This is not an invita-on to go back in -me to try to remember Jesus as he was but rather to bring
our memory of him into the present and in so doing to bring the love, the compassion and the forgiveness that was so much a part of his life into the way we live
our lives. In other words, to make all that he meant to his disciples then real for us
now.
A couple of verses from Lucy Whitmell’s poem, ‘Christ in Flanders’, speak into that
reality for me especially in this anniversary year.
Now we remember; over here in Flanders –
(it isn’t strange to think of You in Flanders)
The hideous warfare seems to make things clear.
We never thought about You much in England
But now that we are far away from England
We have no doubts, we know that You are here
Though we forgot You – You will not forget us
We feel so sure that You will not forget us
But stay with us un"l this dream is past
And so we ask for courage, strength, and pardon
Especially I think we ask for pardon –
And that You’ll stand beside us to the last
5

+Peter Taunton

Le!ers from the Front takes place on
Friday 7 and Saturday 8 November at
the Kings Theatre. A community play,
it is full of music, songs and humour
reﬂec-ng the Cheddar Valley area
from 1914 to 1918. Extensive research
has revealed many remarkable stories
of local people, both those who died
and those who survived. They include
the local man who walked all the way
across the Mendips from his base at
Bath to make sure he saw his family
before going overseas.
Over the years Cheddar’s Gill Scard
has produced many plays and pantomimes, but this is perhaps closest to
her heart. “My son Chris came back
from Iraq, but a lot of others didn’t
and I wanted to put on something this
anniversary year that remembers everyone who fought for this country”

Tickets: Box oﬃce at Kings Fitness & Leisure or call 01934 744939 ext 2.

It’s now a regular ins tu on for Drayco+ and Rodney Stoke so join the
First Saturday throng at St Peter’s on Saturday 6 December between
1030 and noon
Anyone & everyone is invited to join us for a coﬀee, tea or cold drink
with cake and biscuits to just get together to “put the world to rights” or
simply chat, or even to enjoy a “companionable
silence”. This month too there is the opportunity to
return your Children’s Society collec-on boxes.
Don’t worry if you have diﬃculty gePng to St Peter’s: we can pick you up so if you would like a liE
just contact one of us:
Thea 01934 744739, Karen 01749 870067, Jane:e
01934 744945.
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Tricia’s Pantry
‘Four years, fourteen weeks and two days’

November, on the centenary of industrialised war.
On November 4, 1862 the Gatling gun was patented, its inventor hoping it
would reduce the size of armies, the number of deaths, and make people
realise war’s fu-lity. By 1914, armies designed for a war of movement were
driven to trenches by machine guns which killed men in their hundreds.
November 18, 1916. The Ba:le of the Somme ends, 125 square miles of
ground being captured at a cost of over 600,000 Allied soldiers. The Germans lose even more. Among many, the Newfoundland Regiment is eradicated within twenty minutes of going over the top. Beaumont Hamel, site of
that terrible day, now bucolic, a lone bronze caribou stag baying deﬁantly
from a cairn of Newfoundland granite.
November 6, 1917. The Third Ba:le of Ypres ends, nearly a quarter of a million dying to take ﬁve miles of ground. The main objec-ve, Passchendaele
Ridge, can be walked over now in moments. Atop sits Tyne Cot, the largest
Commonwealth war cemetery in the world, silent German pillboxes staring
back towards Ypres, ﬁve miles distant. At the city’s Menin Gate, the Last
Post is s-ll sounded daily in remembrance. Tyne Cot, Menin, and the
Somme’s Thiepval memorial form the core of memorials to the over
300,000 Commonwealth dead with no known grave.
Their country at breaking point, Germany emissaries departed for armis-ce
talks, driving through the ruined countryside of northern France before being taken to French Marshal Ferdinand Foch’s private train in the forest of
Compiegne. Foch arrived twice, to see what the Germans wanted and to
see if they had signed. The document was signed at 5:00 am, November 11,
1918, both sides agreeing an armis-ce to begin at 11:00 am.
Among the last to die, George Ellison had survived four years of war to be
killed ninety minutes before the ceaseﬁre in an a:ack to retake Mons, site
of the Bri-sh Army’s ﬁrst humilia-on of the war. By coincidence, Ellison lies
adjacent to the grave of John Parr, the ﬁrst Bri-sh fatality of the war.
Tricia and Murray Heckbert
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Poppies — poems for Armis ce Day
Here are three poems of the First World War rela"ng to the theme
of poppies. They speak for themselves. ‘In Flanders Fields’ was
wri en by John McCrae, a Canadian Doctor, and said to commemorate the burial in the ﬁeld of a close friend. It inspired the American Moina Michael’s ‘We
Shall Keep the Faith’ which mirrors it almost word for word. She campaigned
successfully for the poppy to be adopted as a universal symbol of remembrance.
Isaac Rosenberg speaks for the man in the trench—and foresees his own death
‘just a li le white with the dust’.

In Flanders Fields
In Flanders ﬁelds the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, s-ll bravely singing, ﬂy
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we
lie
In Flanders ﬁelds.
Take up our quarrel with the foe;
To you, from failing hands, we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies
grow
In Flanders ﬁelds.
John McCrae (1915)

We Shall Keep the Faith
Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet - to rise anew!
We caught the torch you threw
And holding high, we keep the Faith
With All who died.
We cherish, too, the poppy red
That grows on ﬁelds where valour
led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies,
But lends a lustre to the red
Of the ﬂower that blooms above the
dead
In Flanders Fields.
And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honour of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for
naught;
We'll teach the lesson that ye
wrought
In Flanders Fields.
Moina Michael (1918)
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Break of Day in the Trenches
The darkness crumbles away
It is the same old druid Time as ever,
Only a live thing leaps my hand,
A queer sardonic rat,
As I pull the parapet's poppy
To s-ck behind my ear.
Droll rat, they would shoot you if they knew
Your cosmopolitan sympathies,
Now you have touched this English hand
You will do the same to a German
Soon, no doubt, if it be your pleasure
To cross the sleeping green between.
It seems you inwardly grin as you pass
Strong eyes, ﬁne limbs, haughty athletes,
Less chanced than you for life,
Bonds to the whims of murder,
Sprawled in the bowels of the earth,
The torn ﬁelds of France.
What do you see in our eyes
At the shrieking iron and ﬂame
Hurled through s-ll heavens?
What quaver -what heart aghast?
Poppies whose roots are in men's veins
Drop, and are ever dropping;
But mine in my ear is safe,
Just a li:le white with the dust.
Isaac Rosenberg (1917)

Free Tuesday morning 1000 -1130?
Fancy a coﬀee, a biscuit and a real good chat
Join us at Sealey Close Community Hall
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Our new hymnbook - a closer (and some mes cri cal) look.
When the commi:ee of six editors ﬁrst sat down
to consider what might be the contents of the
new Ancient and Modern - Hymns and Songs for
Refreshing Worship, they must have wondered
where to start.
Just imagine how many texts and tunes were
siEed through, in order to arrive at the 845 items we now see in the book.
Was it a good idea to have so many? If you're going to cram that number between two covers, then either the book is going to be very heavy, or you're
going to have to use very thin paper.
They chose the la:er path (though the full music edi-on is s-ll heavy), and
with such ﬂimsy pages it's inevitable that damage will ul-mately be caused and whatever you do, don't lick your ﬁnger before turning a page, since that
mark will remain there for ever !
Many of the hymns we've known and loved since childhood are included,
though some-mes not in the version many people could s-ll sing from
memory. Someone, somewhere, has decided how PC (poli-cally correct) the
texts should be, and in doing so, has assumed some sort of editorial right to
change poetry that has been passed on to us over the years - all without the
authors' permissions. And here the book is simply not consistent - in a followup ar-cle I will pinpoint some examples.
And as a musical contributor to the book, and a living one at that, I was slightly alarmed to see that one of my items had been altered (for the worse, I
might add) without so much as permission being sought!
We have to tell ourselves that when the very ﬁrst Ancient & Modern was published, way back in 1861 (with just 273 hymns), a number of its texts and
tunes were new. Some lasted, and some did not. The same is true of our book,
and there is a wealth of new material we have yet to explore. Some of it will
last, and some will not.....
Barry Rose
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Where’s it to?
Every year I go away for three nights to be quietly alone in comfortable en-suite accommoda-on in the heart of the Devonshire countryside. I’m leE undisturbed and
cook my own meals, but I could choose to have food leE for me in my fridge and
freezer simply to heat up as required. Should I wish, I can join in a short daily period
of prayer with others, but that’s absolutely up to me. I have radio and television, and
the charge is very reasonable.
Should anyone wish, one to one talks can be arranged and even massage and a hot
tub!
So where’s this to?!
This is Sheldon. It began as a space for clergy and clergy partners under stress, work
which it s-ll does very professionally, but it has expanded its work and facili-es to
anyone interested.
When I was myself working, I ran many courses, conferences, retreats and quiet days
there, and these are a vital part of Sheldon’s work with everyone.
Want to know more? I recommend Sheldon unreservedly – wonderful and extensive
grounds and lots of walks in beau-ful Devon countryside. So look up
www.sheldon.uk.com or telephone 01647-252752 for a brochure with lots of pictures of the site, and details of courses and guided retreats, run ecumenically by a
small Anglican lay community.
And I promise you, no pressure or preaching at you.

Gordon Jeﬀ

Human Givens Counselling
“Highly effective.”
British Psychological Society

‘Effective, affordable emotional well being’
Depression
Anxiety & Phobia
Trauma & PTSD
Addiction & Compulsive Behaviour
Anger
Contact: Murray Heckbert BA, MA, HG.Dip 01934 742145
draycotthg@gmail.com
www.hgi.org.uk
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David Cheetham Parish Portrait No. 14
Mine was a classic case of not being sure which of my interests to follow. I
greatly enjoyed La-n and Greek at school, but then changed to the sciences. It
was only later that I realized that music was my des-ny. I had been a choirboy
at my local church, and began having organ lessons when I was eleven. My
musical hero was Vaughan Williams, and I longed for nothing more than to
write music like his.
For a number of years, in the 60s and 70s, I
sang as an alto in Winchester Cathedral Choir.
Those of you who know this magniﬁcent
building will realize what a great experience
that was for a young man. We had to be excellent sight-readers, of course, and, as with
all cathedral choirs, we were called on to do
recordings and broadcasts. I was teaching at
the Pilgrims’ School in Winchester at the -me,
and in those days television work with the
choir usually involved a trip to the studios in
Southampton.
If we had to sing on TV without music, which
was oEen the case, we would all be fran-cally
trying to learn the music by heart on the bus,
even though we could sing it perfectly well in
the cathedral with the music. Nowadays it’s more usual for the TV crew to
come to the cathedral. First of all they make a perfect sound recording, and
then the choir mimes to it while the cameras whirl around them. This way the
choir can even be pictured singing in a garden, or on a hilltop. Anything’s possible!
I used to do a fair amount of solo singing: a very useful addi-on to a schoolteacher’s salary. Accurate cas-ng is very important, and on one occasion
when we performed ‘Carmina Burana’ I was cast as the swan who has just
been baked, and is cheerfully about to be eaten. We performed this in Winchester Cathedral, and at King’s School, Bruton.
I have my own ques-ons about the place of choral music in worship. I once
heard a nonconformist minister observe: ‘Anyone who imagines that God
wants to hear Choral Evensong is suﬀering from tunnel vision!’ But it is a fact
that the numbers of people who want to hear cathedral music is increasing.
Cathedral congrega-ons are a growth area. In Winchester there might have
been ten people at a weekday Evensong. In Wells now it is likely to be closer
to a hundred. It may be that people feel less in-midated in a cathedral than in
a parish church, where they might (will!) be invited to become a bell ringer, a
member of the PCC, or to help in many other ways! Cathedrals oﬀer anonymity.
Twenty years of my life were spent in Truro, singing in the cathedral choir,
and making music in many other ways. I had the opportunity to found and
12

conduct the St Mary’s Singers, which is the equivalent of the Wells Cathedral Voluntary Choir, singing services when the cathedral choir was away.
Truro got there ﬁrst!
Whilst living in Truro I conducted the St Austell Choral Society. Such socie-es inevitably ﬁnd that a lot of their -me is taken up with religious music –
masses, requiems and oratorios – because secular choral music is either less
worthwhile or too diﬃcult. I’m very proud of the fact that we commissioned
a new, large-scale sePng of Tennyson’s ‘The Lady of Shalo:’ from the composer Paul Drayton.
I also conducted the Bodmin Musical Theatre Company, and hugely enjoyed
puPng on Gilbert and Sullivan operas and musicals such as Carousel. These
pieces are so successful at showing character and emo-on through music.
It is wonderful now to be at Drayco: Church, where we have so many ﬁne
musicians and where people welcome new ini-a-ves in music and worship.
Those of you who a:ended Gordon Jeﬀ’s ‘Myers-Briggs’ course will be very
aware that people are oEen seen as either extrovert or introvert types. I
love mee-ng people and greatly enjoy puPng on public performances,
whether of music or drama; but I have become aware that it is in the ‘inner
life’ where the most important things happen for me. And this must so oEen
be the case for a musician.
MLT
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Shop early for Christmas

Rodney Stoke Christmas Fayre
Bucklegrove Caravan Park
2.00pm Saturday 15 November
all proceeds to St Leonard’s Church

‘presents and goodies for all ages’
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Date for your diary — don’t miss the SINGING BISHOP
MUSIC at CHRISTMASTIDE - with a real diﬀerence !!!
SUNDAY, 28th DECEMBER - 7.00 pm DRAYCOTT CHURCH
Put the date in your diary now, then
tell all your friends, and be sure to
bring them all along.
Yes, it's the Roses' annual concert - a
feast of music to suit all tastes, with
BARRY & NICOLA, and a special guest
ar-st who is - and this must be a
ﬁrst - the real live SINGING BISHOP!
More details in the December magazine. Tickets (all proceeds to St. Peter's Church) will be on sale at the
beginning of December, available from Thea Oliver and the Post
Oﬃce.
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What’s on in Rodney Stoke
Join the Rodney Stoke Bell Ringers
Fed up with the gym? Terriﬁed by day-me TV?
We are looking to recruit new members, both experienced ringers and novices welcome.
Full training given.
Our prac-se night is Thursday 7.30-8.30pm.
To ﬁnd out more please contact
Chris Neave 01749870053 or 07815442325

Friends of St Leonards
Annual General Mee ng
Rodney Stoke Parish Hall
7.30pm Wednesday 12 November
Everyone Welcome

HELP Again!! Calling all Rodney Stoke
We need lots of cakes, produce and sale items for the
Christmas Fayre at Bucklegrove on
Saturday 15 November.
Please contact Jo & Colin
Symes on

01749 870968
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Apology from your editor The produc-on quality of last month’s issue was well
below our usual standards. This was because there was a technical glitsch at our
regular printer. At very short no-ce we had to switch prin-ng to the Parish Oﬃce
in Cheddar. Many thanks are due to Sue Rose because at least we got the issue
out on -me!

Mobile Police Sta on in a+endance
Wednesday November 5th at 3.00 pm at the Rodney Stoke Inn

Come and speak directly to Linda Vincent our PCSO

Alison's Buffets
Buffets For all Occasions
Christenings, Weddings, Birthdays, Funerals
Contact
Alison Pople
Tel 01934 742958 or 07738 040545
E mail Ali2Der@aol.com
Penn Farm, 54, Redcliffe Street, Cheddar. BS27 3PF
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Don’s Poem and Mary’s Recipe
The Glory of the Garden
Then seek your job with thankfulness and work -ll further orders,
If it's only nePng strawberries or killing slugs on borders;
And when your back stops aching and your hands begin to harden,
You will ﬁnd yourself a partner In the Glory of the Garden
Oh, Adam was a gardener, and God who made him sees
That half a proper gardener's work is done upon his knees,
So when your work is ﬁnished, you can wash your hands and pray
For the Glory of the Garden that it may not pass away!
And the Glory of the Garden it shall never pass away!
Rudyard Kipling

Chicken and Sweet Potato Curry
2 tbsp vegetable oil
1 large onion, chopped
1 medium red chilli, deseeded & chopped
500g (1lb) boneless
skinned chicken breasts,
1.
chopped
600g(1lb 5oz) sweet potatoes peeled & cut into
chunks
2-4 tbsp korma curry paste
400ml(14 ﬂ oz) can coco2.
nut milk
400g(13 oz) can chopped
tomatoes
250g (8 oz) green beans
trimmed & halved
2tbsp chopped coriander
leaves
Boiled basma rice to
serve

3.

Heat the oil in a large saucepan, add
the onion & cook for 2-3 mins un-l
soEened. Add the chilli, chicken &
sweet potatoes & cook for 5 minutes,
s-rring occasionally.
Add the korma paste & cook for 1 minute, then add the coconut milk, tomatoes & green beans. Bring to the
boil, then reduce the heat, cover and
simmer for 15 minutes un-l the sweet
potatoe is tender and the chicken
cooked through.
S-r the coriander into the boiled basma- rice & serve with the curry.
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Diary for November 2014
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From the Registers:
Bap.sms:
We welcome into the Church family:
Maisie Farrell and Monty Lewis
Funerals:
Our prayers are with those who mourn the death of:
Edna Duncombe, Patricia White, John Loxton RIP
HOME COMMUNION
It is one of the great privileges in ministry to be able to bring communion to the elderly and housebound or those who are temporarily unable to get to church due to injury – do let Rev Sue know if you, or
someone you know, would appreciate this aspect of the Church’s care.
Contact the Church Oﬃce on 01934 742535.
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Mr Peter Everett DO MRO
Registered Osteopath
12, Woodborough Road
Winscombe
BS25 1AA
01934 844764
Home visits by
arrangement
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BENEFICE CONTACTS
RECTOR
Rev Sue Rose 01934 740394 e: rev.suerose@gmail.com
CURATE
Rev Chris Butler 01934 744255 e: butlerchris-ne19@gmail.com
LAY/LICENSED READERS
Dr Chris Green, Mrs Ann Wait
BENEFICE OFFICE – 01934 742535
Open every Saturday between 10am and 12noon
to arrange bap-sms, weddings and any other special services.
CHEDDAR
Churchwardens
Jim Reeve 01934 744442
Margaret Gelder 01934 742165
Deputy Wardens
Paul Tulle: 01934 743281
Peter Lythgoe
01934 744174
Deanery Synod Reps
Alan Rayﬁeld (Chair and Diocesan Synod rep)
Mike Brownbill, Rod Walsh
Treasurer Dawn Hill Secretary Diane Fernando
Church House Bookings
Anne Langford
01934 742763
DRAYCOTT
Churchwardens
Thea Oliver
01934 744739
(& Treasurer)
David Cheetham
01934 740255
Deanery Synod Reps Tricia Lumley, Thea Oliver
Secretary
Chris Green
RODNEY STOKE
Churchwardens
Jane Holmes
01749 870467
Megan James
01749 870555
Deanery Synod Rep
Jo Symes
Treasurer
Len May
Secretary
Ann Percival
WEBSITE ADDRESSES
www.standrewscheddar.org.uk
www.rodneystokewithdrayco:.org.uk
www.stleonardsrodneystoke.org
MAGAZINE EDITORS
Cheddar: Margaret Gelder e: margaretgelder@hotmail.co.uk
Rodney Stoke and Drayco:: Rob Walker e: editor.rsdparishmag@gmail.com
Deadline for Magazine copy is 11th of each month

