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Last month we focussed on the climate change talks in Copenhagen.  Although 
ƻǳǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭŜŀŘΣ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴπ
tinue to look at how we in our churches and villages can make a difference.  In 
the meantime, this month the snow rather slowed productionτbut it also 
showed how the villages still have a good local resources, such as Andrew  Sea-
ƎŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ƛƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ Iŀƛǘƛ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƻƻ Ƙŀǎ 
had an impact on what we have covered and again shows how communities 
come together to respond.  We hope you enjoy the magazine. 
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Dear friends, 

This past week has been dominated by stories and pictures of the devas-

tation in Haiti following the huge earthquake there. A massive aid pro-

gramme is being rushed together with thousands of rescue workers 

coming from all nations and organisations. The immediate and instinctive 

response to the desperate needs of the people in Haiti has been won-

derfully heartening. It is a reminder, if one were needed, that people are, 

mostly, generous and caring to each other when they can see a real 

need.  

The Haitian story is also one of frustration and annoyance at the seem-

ingly intractable logistical problems that accompany any large and diverse 

group of people trying to achieve a single aim but coming at it with so 

many different expectations and understandings. It is all too easy at this 

distance to sit back and blame different people or groups for failing to 

deliver what is needed ð perhaps we need to remember the old native 
American saying that you should walk in someone elseõs moccasins for a 

week before passing judgement on them. 

This week is also the week of prayer for Christian Unity, another re-

minder that what we want is sometimes more difficult to achieve than 

we would wish. It is one of the great scandals of the history of the 

Church that Christians have separated themselves from each other be-

cause they could not agree about key ways of doing and being Church. 

Sadly such disagreements are still with us although the presenting issues 

may have changed; today the arguments rage about how the Bible is to 

be understood and about the place of women and gay people in Church. 

The frustration and annoyance on all parts is very real and, yet, here in 

the Cheddar Valley, as we pray and worship together, we find that we 

have more uniting than dividing us.  

As we have seen in Haiti, and as we see in this Valley, deep down there 

is desire to work together and to help and support each other. Of 

course we need to continue to work at the big picture, but perhaps we 

also need to thank God for the acts of kindness and generosity that bring 

us together ð and to pray for the people of Haiti, now in their immediate 

need, but also into the future as they seek to 

rebuild their country and its infrastructure. 

     



 

 

New Curate  

I am delighted to be able to announce that  

our group of parishes has been selected  

to become a training placement for a new Curate. 

Christine Butler  will be joining us on July 4th 2010  

to serve us here for the next 4 years.  

Christine used to live in this area.  

She has been training for ministry in Durham  

but is hoping to get down this way in the near future  

to meet more of you.  

Rev. Sue Rose. 

Cheddar Family Service  

One of the issues I have been made aware of since I first came to 
Cheddar is the monthly Family Communion Service. We are all agreed 
ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÇÏÏÄ ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ȬÐÒÏÃÌÁÉÍ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÓÐÅÌ ÁÆÒÅÓÈ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ 
ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȭ -ÁÎÙ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ 
grown up in the Church and we want to make it as easy as possible for 
ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÆÅÅÌ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÅ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÕÓȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ Ȭ3ÔÏÒÙ-ÔÉÍÅȭ 
group and their leaders who nurture the families who are already 
ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÏ 3Ô !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÆÅÅÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÃÅ Á 
month there should be a service which is designed both to engage with 
newcomers to Church and to support the existing congregation. To 
this end the PCC have decided that the time has come to try a new for-
mat. The Mothering Sunday service this year will follow the new pat-
tern and then from May, the second Sunday in each month, will fea-
ture a shorter, informal, non-Eucharistic service, followed by refresh-
ments. 

We hope and pray that under God this may be a way to further the 
mission of our Church.   All, of course, are welcome to join us.  SR 

 

 

ȬNow that the Grapevine is no longer published, parish magazines have 
been asked to include a message from the bishop each month: 

 

Keeping in touch 

I am not sure I would call myself a Luddite when it comes to embracing 
ƴŜǿ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ōǳǘ L ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŘǳŎƪ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŜǊΗ Iƻǿπ
ever, with an eldest son now teaching in Cairo, a daughter living and 
working in London, and a youngest son away at university I have become 
more adept at using emails and manipulating my fingers to compose and 
send a text message on my mobile phone. It is a good way of making 
ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ 
family, its joys and its sorrows. I have also incidentally threatened to go 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩ ŀǎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜŘ ƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΗ 

You may wonder why this is the first time that a bishop has offered a let-
ter into your parish or community magazine. As many of you know, the 
last edition of Grapevine, the Diocesan Newspaper, has now been pub-
lished and we await the launch of a new journal later in 2010. What we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ 
and witness that is going in the different communities that make up this 
diverse diocese. 

We want people to continue to be in touch with each other. Conse-
ǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǊ 
ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 
editors to ensure they know all about news, events and happenings 
around the diocese. In return I hope you will keep us in touch with what 
you are doing through your magazines or directly, so that we can con-
tinue to get a taste of the wonderful ways that God is enriching the life 
of our communities. 

 

+Peter Taunton 



 

 

December 2009          Draycott, Somerset 

Dear Friends 

How time does fly by!  I had meant to write back in September but 
now we are in Advent, both America and Canada have celebrated 
Thanksgiving and soon we will be in the midst of the Christmas fes-
tival.  A lot has happened and yet not much over the last six months.  
) ÁÍ ÓÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏÆ ÏÆ Á ÆÒÉÅÎÄȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÉÎ +ÁÔÈÍÁÎÄÕ ÁÄÍÉÒÉÎÇ 
the white mountains ɀ in other words those really big ones in the 
Himalaya ɀ it is hard to believe that I am at 1500m above sea level 
here!  I arrived back on Wednesday (Sunday as I write) and in some 
ways it all seems to be yesterday rather than 10 months ago that I 
was last here.  Tomorrow I head west to Pokhara where I will be for 
about two weeks. During this time I will be looking for my new 
home, settling into my new office and starting Nepali refresher 
classes.  Then for Christmas I hope to be in Surkhet ɀ yes the travel 
strikes, road stoppages etc for political reasons still carry on and 
there are rather a lot of them for the time I hope to be in Surkhet!  
From Surkhet I hope to start my travel back to Pokhara on 27th De-
cember ɀ this could take at least 2 days as it will be by a truck with 
all my stuff and my dog!   

So what have I been doing since June?  I have made a number of vis-
its as planned ɀ ÏÎÌÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÅÒÍÁÎ ÓÅÎÄÉÎÇ 
agencies, I was sorry to miss them but all the other visits were really 
worthwhile and have given me plenty to work on over the next year!  
I have also done more reading of Open University material and done 
one module of one of their Certificate courses.  All will be very use-
ful over the next few months and years I am sure!  The one thing 
that really took up time especially the last six weeks or so of my time 
in UK was helping my parents to pack up their house.  This has been 
very stressful for all of us as so much has to be given, sold or thrown 
away!  When I left most of the storage areas had been packed up, 
three of the bedrooms had mostly been done ɀ only my parents one 
not started on.  Two of the living rooms had been packed up with 
one partly done.  But the kitchen had barely been started nor had 
ÍÙ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÓÅ×ÉÎÇ ÒÏÏÍȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ Ô×Ï ×ÅÅËÓ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÔÈÁÔ  

 

 

before they move ɀ however they are also trying to attend and sup-
port as much of the Advent and Christmas fetes, celebrations etc as 
possible.  I am happy about that! 

So what now?  Well after Christmas I hope to get settled into a new 
home quickly ɀ and then I have to catch up on all those folk that got 
a bit left hanging while my parents took up so much time!  After 
that to start work on those areas of personnel care that INF has had 
on hold for so long .  In October we were informed that our Director 
was leaving ɀ this is a bit of a blow for me as he is my line manager ɀ 
however, the person acting as Director is a great Nepali lady who I 
admire a lot and love working with ɀ this area is not her chosen one 
and so we are working on what is the best way forward for the next 
few months as we wait for the Board to come to some decisions 
about the future governance of INF Worldwide.  So as usual my life 
is full of unknowns! Political, domestic and vocational!   

My parents are hoping to visit for 5-8 weeks in Feb/Mar and to visit 
Laos as well to see their latest grandson ɀ by then he will be a year 
old!  I am not sure when I will get to see him, but hopefully not too 
far in the future.   

Wishing you all a Peaceful New Year 

Blessings on you all,   

Lois 
 

Ecumenical Lent Course 2010 ɀ Love for the Future 

What can we find within ourselves to develop family and commu-
nity life, respond to the environmental crises and achieve a sustain-
able world?  We need respect, compassion, justice, simplicity, repen-
tance and hope. 

Love for the Future, our diocesan course for Lent 2010, explores 
these six themes and the ways we can allow God to develop these in 
us, drawing on insights from the church community. The course and 
supporting study material will tackle many of the issues that we face 
as a society and as a planet, with particular emphasis on responding 
to the ecological crisis.  



 

 

The course consists of six short films on DVD for housegroups, ser-
vices or individual study plus group discussion materials, bible study 
notes and pointers to other resources. But these are not just 
more films about climate change. The course explores the way that 
different kinds of spirituality can lead us to face and influence the 
future.    

Drawing on the experience and insights of church members from 
across the diocese, of diocesan advisors and the bishops, the course 
suggests ways that we can allow God to develop in us compassion, 
justice, simplicity, repentance and hope.   

David Osborne, Chair of the Diocesan Environment 
'ÒÏÕÐ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ ÓÁÙÓ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÁÎ 
important resource to help parishes consider the many 
issues that our world faces, and offers tools to support 
ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÆÁÉÔÈȱȢ 

for more information see  

http://www.bathandwells.org.uk 

 From the Revd. Hilary Thomas, who is organising our local 
Lent groups:  

There are 5 sessions when we meet in homes, starting the week begin-
ning February 21st, and a 6th session, when we meet all together at St 
0ÅÔÅÒȭÓȟ $ÒÁÙÃÏÔÔȟ ÏÎ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ αίst March. 

Lists will be available in participating churches from the end of Janu-
ary to sign up for the group of your choice. 

7ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÁÎ ȰÏÌÄ ÈÁÎÄȱ ÁÔ ,ÅÎÔ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȟ ÏÒ Á ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÎÅ×Ȥ
comer to them, please do come along. It is a great opportunity to 
grow in faith and also to get to know other Christians better- both 
from our own churches and from those of other traditions. We expect 
this to be a truly ecumenical event. 

If you would like further information on the local sessions available 
please e-mail Hilary at hilarythomas@uwclub.net , Chris Green at 
chris@greendevitt.org.uk or call Chris Green on 01749 870554. 

 

 

Harvest Share Scheme in Rodney Stoke 

As all allotment holders know, nothing beats the taste of freshly grown 
ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎΣ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƭƻǘΦ .ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
time, land or inclination, what are the options for getting their hands on 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎΚ ²ƘƛƭŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǿŜƭƭ 
for the consumer they can be unreliable for the vegetable grower, as 
sales can plummet on a rainy day or during the school holidays even 
though the vegetables keep growing. 

A new phenomenon is popping up around the country known as Com-
munity Supported Agriculture. This is where producer and consumer 
come together to make an arrangement so that all needs are met. A new 
άƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ wƻŘƴŜȅ {ǘƻƪŜ ƛƴ 
2010 is an example of Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture. 

The new proposed scheme will 
operate from Edcombe Farm 
which has been producing or-
ganic vegetables for about nine 
years. Until now they have been 
selling their produce mainly at 
.Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ ! ŘŜπ
sire to provide vegetables for a local and more reliable market has in-
spired the growers to look for a different model. 

The harvest share scheme model has been very successful in other parts 
of the country. It involves members committing to pay monthly for their 
share. Typically, members will come to the farm or a drop off point each 
week to collect the freshly harvested produce. The share is written up on 
a board and members weigh it out themselves. People can commit to 
half a share or two or three shares depending on how many vegetables 
they eat. Becoming a member of such a scheme gives locals the opportu-
nity to connect with and support the people and land that produce their 
food. 
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