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Short Stays

Respite Care
. y Care & Bathing
RESIDENTIAL HOME FORTHE ELDERLY
Ahome from homs whara voucan camrvonall
the things vou love todo.
¢ 19 singla rooms, mainly en-suitz ontha
ground floor
¢ Bastpossible carsin a homsly & ralaxad
atmospharz
¢  Situated in a paacaful villaga with lovaly
viaws, gardans & patios
¢  Flexarcise. bngo, musical sessions, whist,
arts & handicrafts & axcursions
+ Visitinglibrary, chiropodist, hairdrassar,
vicar atc
¢  Choicz of GP, dentist & optician
¢ Privata & Social Servicss fundad residants
welcome.
¢ Plaaszpop in for an informal visitor
phone usforabrochura
THE LAURELS, WESTFIELD.LANE.
DRAYCOTT, CHEDDAR. SOM, BS27 3TN
Tzl: 01934 742649
Prop: Pam & Pater Townsand

George Williams

Funeral Directors

Independent Family Business
24 Hour Personal Service
Chapel of Rest

1934 742958/741946

www.ageorgewilliamsfuneraldirector.co.uk

WilliamsGeorge54@aol.com

Friends of
St Leonard

MARQUEE

FOR
HIRE

TEL : Tim Bibby
01749 870415

Goiden Charter pre-paid funeral plans

Penn Farm, 54 Redcliffe Street.

Cheddar. Somerset BS27 3PF

The Cuttmg&mgww

Hair Design

Monday Closed

Tuesday 9am - 5pm
Wednesday 9am - 7pm
Thursday 9am - 5pm
Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday 9am - 1pm

01749 870900

School Hill, Westbury-sub-Mendip, BA5 1HL

www.westburyhairsalon.co.uk




A Letter from Rev Chris
Dear Friends,

The advent calendars are all started and the countdown to Christ-
mas is beginning in earnest. Each year it seems to get busier and
busier and the countdown starts earlier and earlierz many of my
friends buy presents throughout the year and by this time have fin-
ished their shopping and sent all their cards. Others like me are just
about planning to start, and just about catch the last posting date
for cards.

For some it is a countdown they enjoy, the decorations in the shops,
the Christmas Carols in the shops and in our Services, planning to
see friends and family, to exchange presents and to eat too much.
For others it is a time of sad memories and missing loved ones, or
worrying how they are going to afford everything Christmas appears
to demand; they just long for it to be over.

The adverts on the Television sell a perfect Christmas with families
or couples all together round a lit fire smiling and laughing, a dream
which only a few the lucky ones can live up to. What the adverts fall
to do is to tell of a Christmas many years ago in a cold stable when
the hope for the world was born. That is for the Church to do, we
should of course get involved in the festivities and fun but we

should also tell people about that first Christmas, to give hope to
those for whom Christmas is a sad time, and to encourage everyone
to pause and think about the difference the Christ Child made to the
world and still wants to make if we will let Him.

Rev Sue and | wish you a peaceful Christmas and a happy New Year.

Rev Chris Butler



Open our eyes, Lord

| am aware that | am writing this letter in the aftermath of the awful mo-
torway crash on the M5 over the first weekend of November. | am also
conscious that this letter will be read as we prepare to celebrate the joy
of the Christ child. Christmas invites us to celebrate the presence of God
in this world of His, but often it only serves to highlight for many people
the sadness and grief, the pain and the hurt that they are currently going
through.

Those two realities seem to be in stark contrast to one another, until we
look more deeply into the context in which God chose to make his home
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reign of Caesar Augustus. He was born under Roman oppression, evi-
denced by the forced registration with which Mary and Joseph, like all
the citizens of Galilee, were required to comply.
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vent us from realising the scandal that God came into human history
completely helpless, as a newborn, and was laid in a feeding trough. He
slipped almost unnoticed into a small province, far from the seat of
power. Born to a young couple, unwed or only recently married. God
was born on the road, and those who first visited him were shepherds,
the often despised ones, and not kings.

So this birth that we prepare for is one which identifies God with those
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ence and our experience, God dares to offer the gift of hope and new
life. I use this lona Prayer to get ready for Christmas. | hope you might
also find it helpful.

Open our eyes, Lord, especially if they are half shut because we are
tired of looking, or half open because we fear to see too much, or
bleared with tears because yesterday and today and tomorrow are
filled with the same pain, or contracted because we only see what
we want to see!



Open our eyes, Lord, to gently scan the life we lead, the home we
have, the world we inhabit, and so to find among the gremlins and
the greyness, signs of hope we can fasten on and encourage. Give
us, whose eyes are dimmed by familiarity, a bigger vision of what
you can do even with hopeless cases and lost causes and people of
limited ability.

Show us the world as in your sight, riddled by debt, deceit, and dis-
belief, yet also shot through with possibility for recovery, renewal,
redemption. And, lest we fail to distinguish vision from fantasy, to-
day, tomorrow, this week, open our eyes to one person, one place,
where we, being even for a moment prophetic, might identify and
encourage a potential in the waiting.

And with all this, open our eyes in longing, for Jesumsthe hills, in
the valleys, in the cities, in the villages, through the corridors of
power and the streets of despair, to help, to heal, to confront, to
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+Peter Taunton

HOME COMMUNION
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of ministry, so if you, or anyone you know, is unable to get to
church and would like to receive Home Communion please
contact the Church office on 01934 742535 to arrange for a
member of the Ministry team to visit.







